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T H E  W O O D A N I L L I N G  S H I R E

It has been a busy and positive period for the Shire, with new appointments, important

Council decisions and several exciting community events ahead.

Leadership Update

Council is pleased to welcome Signe Balodis, who has been appointed as the Shire of

Woodanilling’s new Chief Executive Officer following a rigorous recruitment process. Her

appointment was formally endorsed at a Special Council Meeting held on 23 June 2026.

Signe is currently Director – Council Services with East Arnhem Regional Council in the

Northern Territory, where she formally lead a broad range of local government services

across six remote communities and has also undertaken periods as Acting Chief Executive

Officer. Before entering local government, Signe held senior leadership roles in the private

and community sectors. Originally from Western Australia, Signe is looking forward to

returning home and becoming part of the Woodanilling community. She is committed to

working closely with Council, staff and the community to build on the Shire’s strengths.

Signe will commence with the Shire on Monday, 24 August 2026.

SHIRE NOTES
WORDS FROM THE SHIRE PRESIDENT AND
THE TEMPORARY CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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T H E  W O O D A N I L L I N G  S H I R E

We also warmly welcome Peter Vlahov, who commenced as the Shire’s new Manager Works

and Services on Tuesday, 4 August 2026. Peter brings 40 years of experience in rural

Western Australian local government works departments, including more than 25 years in

Manager of Works roles. His extensive experience includes road construction, safety systems,

townscape projects, infrastructure and building maintenance, roadwork program

management and staff development.

The Shire President recently accompanied Peter on a tour of the district, providing an

opportunity for him to become familiar with the community, local roads, facilities and

current works priorities. We look forward to the knowledge and experience Peter will bring

to the Shire team.
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T H E  W O O D A N I L L I N G  S H I R E

A Thank You to Dale Douglas

Council recently acknowledged and celebrated Dale Douglas for his dedicated service to

the Shire of Woodanilling. Dale served as a Councillor from 2017 to 2025 and as Shire

President from 2023 to 2025. Throughout his eight years on Council, Dale contributed

considerable time, knowledge and commitment to representing and supporting the

Woodanilling community.

We sincerely thank Dale for the many hours, meetings and responsibilities involved in his

public service, and for the leadership he provided during his term as Shire President. We

also acknowledge the support of Dale’s family throughout his time on Council.

Dale has also generously donated a handcrafted fish sculpture to the Shire. The sculpture

was created by local artists Morris and Lesley Trimming and is a wonderful example of local

creativity and craftsmanship. Council thanks Dale for this thoughtful donation, which will

remain as a distinctive addition to the community.
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T H E  W O O D A N I L L I N G  S H I R E

Woodanilling Art Exhibition 2026

The community is invited to help celebrate the opening of the Bloom Festival at the

Woodanilling Art Exhibition 2026.

Opening night will be held at the Woodanilling Town Hall on Friday, 11 September, from

6.00pm to 8.30pm. This family-friendly evening will include drinks and nibbles and provide

an opportunity to enjoy the creativity and talent displayed throughout the exhibition.

The exhibition will remain open on Saturday, 12 September and Sunday, 13 September. We

encourage residents and visitors to attend, support participating artists and enjoy this

special community event.

Preparing for the Bushfire Season

At its July Ordinary Meeting, Council supported the Shire’s 2026–2027 Fire Break Notice and

Bush Fire Information Brochure. The notice outlines the actions landowners and occupiers

are required to undertake to help prevent the outbreak and spread of bushfires throughout

the district.

Council also supported the appointment of the Shire’s bushfire executives, Bush Fire Control

Officers and Harvest Ban Committee representatives for the coming season. We sincerely

thank everyone who has accepted these important responsibilities and continues to

volunteer their time, experience and knowledge to help protect our community.

Thank you for staying engaged and informed. Council and Shire staff look forward to

continuing to work together with the community during this exciting period of growth and

transition.
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Temporary Chief Executive Officer
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With winter now well underway, we encourage members of the Woodanilling community

to remain prepared throughout the colder and wetter months.

Take the time to complete a maintenance check on your vehicle, including your tyres, lights,

windscreen wipers and other essential components, to help ensure it is safe and ready for

winter driving.

When travelling in wet or low-visibility conditions:

Drive with your headlights on so you can be clearly seen by other road users.

Reduce your speed and allow extra time to reach your destination.

Take additional care on wet or slippery roads and avoid driving to conditions that may

put you or others at risk.

Residents are also encouraged to check and clean their gutters to help prevent leaks,

flooding and overflowing around their property.

We hope everyone continues to stay warm, safe and prepared for the remainder of winter.

WINTER REMINDER
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Plant Operator/General Hand 
 

The Shire of Woodanilling is seeking three (3) suitably qualified and experienced person to join us as Plant 
Operator/General Hands. 

Woodanilling is a vibrant agricultural community set in the picturesque landscape in the north of Western
Australia’s Great Southern region. The township offers schooling (kindergarten to Year 4), a post
office/café/general store, heritage buildings and wide tree-lined streets, and is conveniently located a short
15-minute drive from the regional centre of Katanning or 2 ½ hours from Perth. 

The successful applicants will have prior experience in the operation and maintenance of heavy plant and
equipment associated with the construction and maintenance of roads. 

Reporting through the Leading Hand to the Manager Works & Services, this is a continuing employment
position classified at Level 5 of the Municipal Employees (Western Australia) Award 2021, with a basic
hourly rate of $34.30 per hour, plus $50.00 per week Housing Allowance, and Industry Allowance of
$36.10 per week plus skills and experience allowance based on your skills, knowledge and qualifications. 

A copy of the Position Description and Employee Information Pack can be obtained via the Shire’s website
https://www.woodanilling.wa.gov.au/council/employment.aspx Further information about the position is
available by contacting the Temporary Chief Executive Officer, Mike FitzGerald, on (08) 9823 1506 or 0428
032 089. 

Applications marked Private and Confidential – Plant Operator/General Hand position and detailing
qualifications and experience along with statements addressing the selection criteria outlined in the
Employee Information Pack, can be emailed to ceo@woodanilling.wa.gov.au or delivered in person at the
Administration Office, 3316 Robinson Road, Woodanilling WA 6316. Applications will be considered as
they are received. 

Mike FitzGerald 
Temporary Chief Executive Officer 

JOB VACANCY

https://www.woodanilling.wa.gov.au/council/employment.aspx
https://www.woodanilling.wa.gov.au/council/employment.aspx
mailto:ceo@woodanilling.wa.gov.au
mailto:ceo@woodanilling.wa.gov.au
mailto:ceo@woodanilling.wa.gov.au
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Shire of Woodanilling Manager Corporate Services 
(Salary range: $120,000 to $130,000)

The Shire of Woodanilling is seeking a suitably qualified and experienced
person to join us as Manager Corporate Services. 

Woodanilling is a vibrant agricultural community set in the picturesque
landscape in the north of Western Australia’s Great Southern region. The
township offers schooling (kindergarten to Year 4), a post office/café/general
store, heritage buildings and wide tree-lined streets, and is conveniently
located a short 15-minute drive from the regional centre of Katanning or 2 ½
hours from Perth. 

The successful applicant will be responsible for the day-to-day supervision
of the Administration Building operations, delivering governance functions
and processes, special projects, leadership and management of
Administration Staff, maintaining policy & procedures manuals, and other
matters associated with governance, regulatory and compliance. 

Reporting directly to the Chief Executive Officer, this is a contracted position
with a term of up to 5 years and a salary range between $125,000 -
$130,000 per annum depending on qualifications and experience. Private
use of a motor vehicle, housing with utilities (or allowance if housing is not
required) and other benefits are provided. 

A copy of the Position Description and Employee Information Pack can be
obtained via the Shire’s website www.woodanilling.wa.gov.au. Further
information about the position is available by contacting the Temporary
Chief Executive Officer, Mike FitzGerald, on (08) 9823 1506 or 0428 032
089. 
Applications marked Private and Confidential –Manager Corporate Services
position and detailing qualifications and experience along with statements
addressing the selection criteria outlined in the Employee Information Pack,
can be emailed to ceo@woodanilling.wa.gov.au or delivered in person at the
Administration Office, 3316 Robinson Road, Woodanilling WA 6316.
Applications will be considered as they are received and close at 4:00pm on
Thursday 13 August 2026. 

Mike FitzGerald 
Temporary Chief Executive Officer 

JOB VACANCY

http://www.woodanilling.wa.gov.au/
http://www.woodanilling.wa.gov.au/
mailto:ceo@woodanilling.wa.gov.au
mailto:ceo@woodanilling.wa.gov.au
mailto:ceo@woodanilling.wa.gov.au


T H E  W O O D A N I L L I N G  S H I R E

COMMUNITY

Page 12



T H E  W O O D A N I L L I N G  S H I R E

COMMUNITY

Page 13

The Woodanilling community is invited to a special presentation by the authors of Great

War Stories 1914–1919: Light Horsemen & Cameleers of South Western Australia.

The book shares the previously untold stories of local men who served with the Australian

Light Horse and Camel Corps during the First World War, highlighting their courage,

sacrifice, mateship and connections to communities throughout South Western Australia.

The presentation will run for approximately 45 minutes and will be supported by a

collection of quality historical images.

Date: Thursday, 20 August 2026

Time: 2.30pm

Venue: Woodanilling Town Hall

Community members are encouraged to attend and discover whether one of the soldiers

featured may form part of their own family or local history.

GREAT WAR STORIES PRESENTATION



T H E  W O O D A N I L L I N G  S H I R E

 OUTDOOR PLAY 
EXPLORE IMAGINE CREATE CONNECT

 

at Woodanilling

Benefits of structures outdoor Play

JOY,
CURIOSITY,
FREEDOM,
NATURE,
CHILDHOOD.

SPARKS
CREATIVITY 

BUILDS
CONFIDENCE 

SUPPORTS
WELL-BEING

Children
imagine,

invent, and
bring their

ideas to life.

Open-ended
play empowers

children to
explore and lead

their own
learning.

Time in the
outdoors
reduces

stress and
nurtures the
whole child.

When children have time, space, and simple
materials,

STRENGTHENS
CONNECTIONS

Playing together,
share ideas, and
build community
and empathy.

LET THEM PLAY. LET THEM GROW.

This term we have begun using a planned
play-based learning approach that
maximises the use of our outdoor
environment and resources. Students are
loving the change. outdoors isthe originallearningenvironment.

amazing things happen.

HONOR THEIR NATURE. TRUST THEIR PROCESS.

COMMUNITY
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COMMUNITY 
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
Did you know that we have 2 JP’s in Woodanilling.

Ray Baxter - 0428 525 530

Russel Thomson- 0419 950 217

SHORT MAT BOWLS
Anyone can join! Bowls available. Come and socialise on Monday afternoons at 2.00p.m. at

thw Woodanilling Recreaton Centre.

Contact Pauline for details or just turn up!!

If you would like to be added to the Wongi email list to receive future editions straight to

your inbox, please email shire@woodanilling.wa.gov.au

TO BE ADDED TO THE 
WONGI EMAIL LIST
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T H E  W O O D A N I L L I N G  S H I R E

RECIPES

Step 1
Rinse chicken inside and out under cold water, then pat dry with paper
towel. Juice the oranges. Quarter the juiced oranges and place in a large
bowl with the juice, chicken, garlic and herbs. Cover and marinate in the
fridge for 6-8 hours, turning the chicken occasionally. Preheat the oven to
190°C. Remove chicken from the bowl, reserving marinade.
Step 2
Place 2 orange pieces and a rosemary sprig in the cavity of the chicken,
then tie the legs together using kitchen string.
Step 3
Season with salt and pepper, then place in a roasting pan with the
remaining orange halves and the reserved marinade. Roast in the oven for
1-1 1/2 hours, basting occasionally with pan juices, until chicken is golden
and juices run clear when a skewer is inserted into thickest part of thigh
joint. Transfer the chicken to a serving plate and cover loosely to keep
warm.
Step 4
Skim the excess fat from the pan juices, then place the roasting pan over
medium heat. Add the chicken stock and bring to the boil. Add the butter,
20g at a time, whisking constantly until combined. Season to taste with
salt and freshly ground black pepper, then strain into a jug. Carve the
chicken and serve with the orange sauce.

1.8kg organic chicken
4 oranges
2 garlic cloves, crushed
4 rosemary sprigs
3-4 fresh bay leaves
1 cup (250ml) chicken
liquid stock
60g unsalted butter

INGREDIENTS

ORANGE CHICKEN

INGREDIENTS
1/2 cup Sweetened Condensed

Milk
100g butter

200g granita biscuits
1 cup Desiccated Coconut

2 tsp finely grated lemon rind

Lemon icing
2 cups pure icing sugar

20g butter, softened
2 1/2 tbsp lemon juice

LEMON SLICEStep 1
Grease a 3cm deep, 15.5cm x 25cm (base) slab pan. Line base and
sides with baking paper, extending paper 2cm above edges of pan.
Step 2
Place condensed milk and butter in a small saucepan over
medium heat. Cook, stirring, for 5 minutes or until smooth and
combined. Remove from heat.
Step 3
Using a food processor, process biscuits until fine crumbs. Transfer
to a bowl. Add coconut and lemon rind. Stir to combine. Add hot
butter mixture. Mix well to combine. Press mixture over the base of
prepared pan. Cover. Refrigerate for 1 1/2 hours or until firm.
Step 4
Lemon icing: Sift icing sugar into a bowl. Add butter and lemon
juice. Beat with a wooden spoon until smooth and combined.
Spread icing over slice. Stand at room temperature for 30 minutes
or until icing has set. Cut into pieces. Serve.
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What's on offer:

Benefits for you:

Want to improve your health?
 

practical, hands-on group activities
support to make healthy lifestyle changes
nutrition education and goal setting
regular contact with health professionals.

improved mental health and well-being
increased motivation to live well
better fruit and vegetable intake
tools to manage lifestyle-related health risks.

If you’re interested, contact:
Ph: 9821 6279
E: GS.HealthPromotion@health.wa.gov.au

Joinour FREE eight-week LiveWellHealthy Lifestyles
Program and take the first step towards
a healthier you.

FREE
LiveWell

 HealthyLifestylesProgram 
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Dental care for you and your family
 From the moment youwalk in, we endeavourto provide you 

with a relaxed, comfortable and friendly environment. Our
highly skilled team specialise in the latest dental
technology to ensure an efficient and 
careful treatment. We will care for 
you and look after all your 
dental needs.

60 Aberdeen Street Albany
Next to Albany City Motors
www.aberdeendental.com.au

Dr VJChandramohan
Dr Wendy Patak
Dr Hayden Jones

We accept all private Health Funds

Preferred providers for:

9842 2345

New Patient's welcome
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PETER RUNDLE
 

MLA
DEPUTY LEADER OF THE NATIONALS WA
MEMBER FOR ROE
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T H E  W O O D A N I L L I N G  S H I R E

WONGI CONTRIBUTORS

WONGI CONTACT

All contributions are to be sent to the new Wongi email or to the volunteers listed below; or

may be left at the Woodanilling Store in a box provided or handed into the Shire office. Any

queries, comments or complaints are to be directed to the Wongi Volunteer.

For any inquiries, please contact Ciara Whitmore at 3316 Robinson Rd, Woodanilling WA

6316, or by phone at 9823 1506.

NEW IDEAS ENCOURAGED!!

We would love to see new suggestions and ideas for the Wongi.

By chance do you know someone with upcoming births, marriages, milestones, new locals

to have their birthdays added or ad put into the Wongi. Any comments in passing,

interesting activities happening in Woody?

Email- shire@woodanilling.wa.gov.au with your comments, suggestions and updates

ADVERTISING RATES 2025/2026

All contributions are to be sent to the new Wongi email or to the volunteers listed below; or

may be left at the Woodanilling Store in a box provided or handed into the Shire office. Any

queries, comments or complaints are to be directed to the Wongi Volunteer.

For black & white A4 advertisements per month:

Full page: $66.00 - Half page: $33.00 - 1/4 page: $16.50 - Business card: $8.25

To advertise in the Wongi, email: shire@woodanilling.wa.gov.au

DISCLAIMER
Due to the Trade Practices Act 1974, this publication accepts no responsibility for the accuracy or reliability of

the contributors or advertisers. The publisher reserves the right to refuse matter considered unsuitable. 

The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Shire of Woodanilling or the Wongi volunteers.
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	RECIPES
	ORANGE CHICKEN
	Step 1 Rinse chicken inside and out under cold water, then pat dry with paper towel. Juice the oranges. Quarter the juiced oranges and place in a large bowl with the juice, chicken, garlic and herbs. Cover and marinate in the fridge for 6-8 hours, turning the chicken occasionally. Preheat the oven to 190°C. Remove chicken from the bowl, reserving marinade. Step 2 Place 2 orange pieces and a rosemary sprig in the cavity of the chicken, then tie the legs together using kitchen string. Step 3 Season with salt and pepper, then place in a roasting pan with the remaining orange halves and the reserved marinade. Roast in the oven for 1-1 1/2 hours, basting occasionally with pan juices, until chicken is golden and juices run clear when a skewer is inserted into thickest part of thigh joint. Transfer the chicken to a serving plate and cover loosely to keep warm. Step 4 Skim the excess fat from the pan juices, then place the roasting pan over medium heat. Add the chicken stock and bring to the boil. Add the butter, 20g at a time, whisking constantly until combined. Season to taste with salt and freshly ground black pepper, then strain into a jug. Carve the chicken and serve with the orange sauce.
	INGREDIENTS
	1.8kg organic chicken 4 oranges 2 garlic cloves, crushed 4 rosemary sprigs 3-4 fresh bay leaves 1 cup (250ml) chicken liquid stock 60g unsalted butter


	LEMON SLICE
	Step 1 Grease a 3cm deep, 15.5cm x 25cm (base) slab pan. Line base and sides with baking paper, extending paper 2cm above edges of pan. Step 2 Place condensed milk and butter in a small saucepan over medium heat. Cook, stirring, for 5 minutes or until smooth and combined. Remove from heat. Step 3 Using a food processor, process biscuits until fine crumbs. Transfer to a bowl. Add coconut and lemon rind. Stir to combine. Add hot butter mixture. Mix well to combine. Press mixture over the base of prepared pan. Cover. Refrigerate for 1 1/2 hours or until firm. Step 4 Lemon icing: Sift icing sugar into a bowl. Add butter and lemon juice. Beat with a wooden spoon until smooth and combined. Spread icing over slice. Stand at room temperature for 30 minutes or until icing has set. Cut into pieces. Serve.
	INGREDIENTS
	1/2 cup Sweetened Condensed Milk 100g butter 200g granita biscuits 1 cup Desiccated Coconut 2 tsp finely grated lemon rind
	Lemon icing 2 cups pure icing sugar 20g butter, softened 2 1/2 tbsp lemon juice



	LiveWell
	HealthyLifestylesProgram
	Want to improve your health?
	FREE
	Joinour FREE eight-week LiveWellHealthy Lifestyles
	Program and take the first step towards a healthier you.
	What's on offer:
	practical, hands-on group activities support to make healthy lifestyle changes nutrition education and goal setting regular contact with health professionals.

	Benefits for you:
	improved mental health and well-being increased motivation to live well better fruit and vegetable intake tools to manage lifestyle-related health risks.
	If you’re interested, contact: Ph: 9821 6279 E: GS.HealthPromotion@health.wa.gov.au

	New Patient's welcome
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	From the moment youwalk in, we endeavourto provide you
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	MEMBER FOR ROE
	THE WOODANILLING SHIRE

	WONGI CONTRIBUTORS
	All contributions are to be sent to the new Wongi email or to the volunteers listed below; or may be left at the Woodanilling Store in a box provided or handed into the Shire office. Any queries, comments or complaints are to be directed to the Wongi Volunteer.

	WONGI CONTACT
	For any inquiries, please contact Ciara Whitmore at 3316 Robinson Rd, Woodanilling WA 6316, or by phone at 9823 1506.
	NEW IDEAS ENCOURAGED!! We would love to see new suggestions and ideas for the Wongi. By chance do you know someone with upcoming births, marriages, milestones, new locals to have their birthdays added or ad put into the Wongi. Any comments in passing, interesting activities happening in Woody? Email- shire@woodanilling.wa.gov.au with your comments, suggestions and updates
	All contributions are to be sent to the new Wongi email or to the volunteers listed below; or may be left at the Woodanilling Store in a box provided or handed into the Shire office. Any queries, comments or complaints are to be directed to the Wongi Volunteer.

	ADVERTISING RATES 2025/2026
	For black & white A4 advertisements per month: Full page: $66.00 - Half page: $33.00 - 1/4 page: $16.50 - Business card: $8.25 To advertise in the Wongi, email: shire@woodanilling.wa.gov.au
	DISCLAIMER Due to the Trade Practices Act 1974, this publication accepts no responsibility for the accuracy or reliability of the contributors or advertisers. The publisher reserves the right to refuse matter considered unsuitable.  The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Shire of Woodanilling or the Wongi volunteers.


	IF UNCLAIMED

