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6. General Business

Department of Creative Industries, Tourism and Sport — Mel Eastough

Encouraged LGs to progress with planning in preparation for possible future funding rounds
Active Regional Communities funding currently open —up to $5000

Staff updates — Alyssa Tollec finishing with CITS

Attachment 9.4.1

Regional club development plan being developed - JS will contact LGs to confirm club development needs

Actions summary

#

ACTION

RESPONSIBILITY

1

Distribute Kidsport promotional material to LGs

JS

Next meeting: 30" July 2026 - Shire of Plantagenet

Closed: 12:10pm
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OFFICIAL
LEMC Background Information — 3rd quarter 2025-2026 Attachment 9.5.1

o 11/12/2025 Kenwick Bushfire

e 11/12/2025 Upper Swan Bushfire

¢ 15/12/2025 Eneabba Complex

e 15/12/2025 Gingin Complex Fire

e 15/12/2025 Nambeelup Bushfire

e 16/12/2025 Mindarabin Bushfire

e 25/12/2025 Boddington Bushfire

¢ 30/12/2025 Wellesley Bushfire

e 29/12/2025 Tropical Cyclone Hayley

January 2026 — Eight (8) Incidents
e 1/01/2026 Kalamunda Bushfire
e 2/01/2026 Boya Bushfire
e 2/01/2026 Single House Fire
e 7/01/2026 High Wycombe Bushfire
e 19/01/2026 South Coast (Lake King Newdegate) Complex Fires
e 21/01/2026 Collie Bushfire
e 22/01/2026 Boddington complex Fires
e 23/01/2026 Tropical Cyclone Luana

Page 4 of 4
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LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
DISTRICT EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ADVISOR REPORT
January to March 2026

STATE NEWS

The last meeting of the State Emergency Management Committee (SEMC) was held 4™
December 2025. The next meeting is the 12 March 2026. SEMC Communiques can be
found here.

Local Emergency Management Arrangements Improvement Project

The new templates for the LEMA Improvement Project are going to the next SEMC Meeting
for approval. Watch this space!

2026-2029 Comprehensive Framework Review

The State Emergency Management Committee (SEMC) has initiated a comprehensive review
of the State Emergency Management Policy, Plan, Procedure and Glossary (EM Framework)
to ensure that it remains effective, adaptable, and fit-for-purpose in addressing current and
emerging risks.

In December 2025, SEMC adopted five principles and identified four focus areas for the review
designed to guide review scope and decisions, as well as ensure the review remains
responsive to sector needs while targeting systemic gaps and opportunities for improvement.

Review Principles:

. make the framework simplified and functional
. clarify roles and responsibilities

. be outcomes-focused

. integrate preparedness and assurance

. remain agile and forward-looking

Review Focus Areas:

. Incorporation of systemic risk and resilience in framework
. Integrated preparedness and assurance framework

. Local capacity and community resilience

. EM roles and responsibilities review

Four sector-wide workshops with emergency management agencies have been completed to
refine the problem statement, outcomes, and scope for each focus area and to shape next
steps for project planning. The workshop outcomes will inform a high-level project plan, which
will outline focus area scopes, the overall program approach, and resourcing requirements,
and will be submitted to SEMC in March 2026 for endorsement.

Comprehensive Review Schedule of State EM Documents

The following State EM documents and projects are currently accepting feedback:

. Local Government EM Knowledge Hub — closes 27 March 2026.
. WA Community Evacuation in Emergencies Guideline — initial consultation closes 20
February 2026.

The following State EM document consultation period has closed and is currently pending
endorsement from SEMC subcommittees before progressing to SEMC for approval:
. SHP - HAZMAT (Annex B - SPRED)

Government of Western Australia e D F’ E*’«\S 1
Department of Fire & Emergency Services
Deparireunt of Firg &




The following State EM documents are due to commence comprehensive review in 2026 for

a 2027 SEMC approval.

Attachment 9.5.1

. Green highlights — comprehensive review likely to commence in the second half of

2026, meaning broad consultation will likely not commence until early 2027.

. SHP — Cyber Security and Hostile Act are due for broad consultation before June 2026.

. Remaining plans will likely commence broad consultation sometime in 2026.

WA  Community  Evacuation in SHP — Collapse

Emergencies Arrangements — initial

feedback open until 20 Feb 2026

SHP — Nuclear Powered Warship (NPW) | SHP -  Maritime  Environmental
Emergencies (MEE)

SHP — Cyber Security SHP — Tsunami

SHP — Hostile Act

SSP — Freight and Resupply

SHP — Animal and Plant Biosecurity

SSP — Emergency Public Information

SHP — Earthquake

WA Managing Exercises Guidelines (due
likely to be pushed back to 2027)

Impact Statement Guide

Local Recovery Guidelines

Communicating in Recovery Guideline

SHP — Heatwave

(will form part of SSP — Emergency Public
Information review)

SHP — Terrorist Act Traffic Management in Emergencies

Guideline

District Emergency Management
Committee (DEMC) Handbook

Comprehensive review of the State EM
Framework (State EM Policy, Plan,
Procedure and Glossary)

Updated plans can be found on the SEMC website, along with a summary of amendments.

DISTRICT NEWS

The last Great Southern District Emergency Management Committee meeting was held on
the 22nd October 2025 the next meeting will be held on the 18 March 2026.

Training Opportunities

WALGA Local Recovery Coordinator Training - Nyabing, Shire of Kent
Face-to-face training at The Nyabing Community Hub, 18 Richmond St, Nyabing WA 6341:

Recovery Coordinators Course in Local Government — Day 1
Monday, 23 March 2026 | 9:00am—4:30pm

Recovery Coordinators Course in Local Government — Day 2
Tuesday, 24 March 2026 | 9:00am—4:30pm

If any local governments/organisation wishes to send additional attendees, please contact
me directly at 0436 668 242 or via ryan.sutherland@dfes.wa.gov.au to ensure availability.

NOTE: under the revised Recovery Framework Local Governments must ensure the
preparation and maintenance of LEMA includes the identification and training of a
Local Recovery Coordinator(s). More than one LRC can be identified.

For further information about this course: WALGA Recovery Coordinators course

Govemment of Western Australla
Department of Fire & Emergency Services

DFES
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Community Preparedness
Summer Safety — Fire, Heat and Community Care

This February, we're focusing on Summer Safety — Fire, Heat and Community Care.
February can be the hottest month of the year, and with prolonged heat comes fatigue,
complacency, and an increased risk of fast-moving bushfires.

By staying vigilant and supporting one another, we can help protect families, neighbours,
and communities.

Heatwave
For more information about preparing for and managing in extreme heat, visit HealthyWA
and you can also find many fact sheets here Extreme heat and heatwave resources for the

community

Know the signs of heat-related iliness and act fast

Dehydration
Feeling thirsty, a dry mouth,
and darker urine.

2 Treatment
@ R Restin a cool area, remove
excess clothing and drink water.

Treatment

Lie in cool area and remove
excess clothing. Apply wet cloths,
cold water or wrapped icepacks
to the skin (armpits and groin)
and drink water. Call triple zero
(000) if symptoms do not improve
in 30 minutes.

Heat stress

Pale skin, excess sweating
or no sweating, and dark urine.

® @

Heat stroke
Confusion, incoherent speech,
abnormal walking, seizures

or coma.

Heat stroke is a life-threatening
medical emergency.
Immediately call triple zero (000).

TeleRedi

West Australians are also urged to register for TeleRedi — a free welfare check service
delivered by the Department of Health in partnership with the Australian Red Cross

(external site).

Registered participants who may be at higher risk during officially declared heatwaves
receive regular check-in calls from trained Australian Red Cross volunteers. If a call goes
unanswered or a person appears unwell or distressed, an escalation process is activated to
support their safety and wellbeing.

TeleRedi is important for:
« people living alone
= older people
« people living with disability or managing chronic health conditions

Government of Western Australia DFE S:
Department of Fire & Emergency Services

Dupariment of i &
Erergocy Sarvices
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« people recovering from illness or injury
« individuals experiencing mental health challenges.

Carers of vulnerable people are also encouraged to register for the service.
Registration is simple, via Microsoft Forms (external site) or by phone — 1800 188 071.
For more information about TeleRedi, visit the Australian Red Cross website (external site).

GRANT PROGRAM UPDATES

AWARE

The annual AWARE competitive grant program aims to enhance West Australia’s emergency
management arrangements by investing in capacity building and preparedness activities at a
local level. Only Western Australian local governments are eligible to apply for AWARE grants.
Local governments are encouraged to collaborate and submit joint applications. To be eligible,
activities must address at least one or more of the following four criteria:

« further the emergency risk management process

« facilitate capability-based exercises

- assist in reviewing Local Emergency Management Arrangements
+ deliver emergency management training, events or forums

The opening dates for this year’s round are yet to be finalised and will be published on our
website once confirmed. In the meantime, local governments are encouraged to review the
AWARE Guidelines and associated program documentation to familiarise themselves with the
application requirements.

DRF ROUND FOUR

The Disaster Ready Fund (DRF) is the Australian Government's flagship disaster resilience
and risk reduction initiative, which will deliver up to $200 million of Commonwealth funding
annually from 1 July 2023 to establish a comprehensive set of disaster resilience and
mitigation projects across Australia, in partnership with Australian state, territory and local
governments. The intended outcome of the program is communities that are better informed,
more resilient, and less exposed to future natural disaster risks and impacts in the long term,
across the built, social, natural and economic domains.

The Fourth round of DRF is expected to open in late March 2026, with information and
associated documentation to be published on the Disaster Ready Fund section of our website
once available. To be eligible for DRF, the primary focus of the proposed project must be on
how it will increase the understanding of natural disaster impacts, build resilience to future
natural disasters, and/or reduce natural disaster risk, in line with the DRF objectives.

The Commonwealth has provided overarching feedback on Round Three applications.
This information is available here: htips:/publications.dfes.wa.gov.au/publications/dri-
round-three-feedback-and-opportunities-for-improvement-from-nema.

To be considered for funding, project proposals must satisfy the grant amount, project
duration, and co-contribution requirements, meet the eligibility criteria, address all the
assessment criteria, and provide the required evidence as set out in the respective round
Guidelines.

LOCAL NEWS

Optus Emergency Response Information — in an emergency if Optus services are
impacted call the following numbers:

0434 679 690 and 0448 114 039 - Primary & Backup. Also on a satellite service 0410795298
if terrestrial networks are inoperative.

Govemment of Western Australla ﬁ 4
Department of Fire & Emergency Services

Departmat of Frs &
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Emergency Waste Management Plan Template

WALGA has been working with DFES and Local Government, to develop a Template
Emergency Waste Management Plan.

There have been a range of situations in Western Australia where recovery efforts have been
hampered by challenges associated with emergency waste management. Ineffective
emergency waste management has the potential to significantly delay recovery efforts,
present a considerable risk to human health and the environment and increase the costs of
recovery.

The Plan provides a way for Local Governments to explore, at a high level, the likely types of
waste that could be generated from an event and consequent considerations and
management options.

« Emergency Waste Management Plan Template - Editable Word Doc

¢ Emergency Waste Management Plan Template - with example (PDF)

« Waste Calculator
For more information and case studies visit:
https://walga.asn.au/policy-and-advocacy/our-policy-areas/waste/programs/better-
practice/emergency-management

Responding to a potential outbreak of high pathogenic H5 avian influenza

DPIRD is leading the WA cross-agency Biosecurity Special Officers Group (BSOG)
developing a joint approach on. In 2024, BSOG developed FAQs for H5 avian influenza that
set out carcass disposal responsibilities as follows:

Who is responsible for the disposal of dead wild birds during an outbreak?

During an outbreak, where dead wild birds do not pose a risk to human health, they may be
left where they are to minimise the potential risk of spreading the disease further. The relevant
landowners or government authority will manage safe disposal of dead birds on public land
where they are considered to present a risk. On private properties, subject to council local
laws, owners will be able to dispose of dead birds by placing them in plastic bags in their red
bin. Care should be taken to wear disposable gloves and to wash hands thoroughly after
handling the dead bird.

It is up to each individual LGA to decide on how they would dispose of dead birds / wildlife as
per their local situation. Homeowners within the LGA will need guidance on where to dispose
of dead birds if the LGA does not approve of disposal of bagged birds in the red bin.

In the circumstance where commercial poultry are affected, DPIRD will regulate the property
and provide instructions on disposal at the time of the incident.

Your WALGA representative on the BSOG committee is Rebecca Brown
rbrown@walga.asn.au) if you would like further guidance on how other LGAs in WA are
preparing for wild bird disposal should an outbreak occur.

WALGA is hosting an H5 Bird Flu update webinar for local government on Wednesday,
18 March from 10:00-11:00am — see details below. click here to register.

Complied by: Vivienne Gardiner, viv.gardiner@dfes.wa.gov.au
District Emergency Management Advisor Great Southern DFES

Government of Western Australia
Department of Fire & Emergency Services
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! @ Department of Protect

‘ Primary Industries and

. w1\ Regional Development Grow
GOVERNMENT OF |nn°vate

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

DPIRD EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OVERVIEW

Reporting Period: 1%t Quarter 25-26

Emergency Activations and Declarations

Emergency Declarations Nil

Incident Coordination Overview

Animal and Plant Based Biosecurity

Incident Title Location Date Incident Level?
African Black Sugar Ant Perth Metro Since Jan 2020 Level 1
Polyphagous Shot-Hole Borer Perth Metro Since Sep 2021 Level 2
Carpet Sea Squirt Perth Metro Since Jan 2023 Level 1
Red Dwarf Honeybee Pilbara Region Since Jul 2023 Level 2
Queensland Fruit Fly Perth Metro Since Nov 2024 Level 2
Starling Great Southern Since Nov 2024 Level 1
Support to Animal Welfare in Emergencies?®
Incident Title Region Date HMA Details
Nil

Support to Natural Hazards

Incident Title Region Date HMA Details

DPIRD Emergency Coordinator Comments and Outlook

« DPIRD continues to manage three level 2 incidents. The Browsing Ant incident that was being
managed has now achieved eradication.

« DPIRD Biosecurity and Emergency Management is monitoring the developing situation in Victoria
related to High Pathogen Avian Influenza Outbreaks.

" Regarding a “Declared Pest”, an incident is only listed where a formal Incident Management Team has been established.
2 Incident levels as per section 5.1.5 of the State Emergency Management Plan
3 Only when the State Support Plan — Animal Welfare in Emergencies has been activated.
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